Szczypiorski 2

Matt Szczypiorski

Ms. Sasulski

Sophomore Literature

28 June 2006

Creon, Dead Among the Living

The only real tragedy is death, worse yet, finding death among the living. Losing all reasons to live, Creon, from Sophocles’s play Antigone, is left with only himself, his grief, and regret for all that he has done and allowed to happen. Creon loses all that he holds dear, his lifeless soul trapped in his stubborn body. A dead man among the living, Creon emerges as the tragic hero of the play Antigone.

Although Creon allows Antigone to die, which drives his wife and son to suicide, he is still a good person at heart. “Had you heard my proclamation touching this matter” (Sophocles 823)? Creon, at first, tries to make excuses on Antigone’s behalf, and gives her a chance to save herself from the punishment. He does not want to go back on the punishment that he has set for the crime, but at the same time, he also does not want to put Antigone to death. He cares for Antigone, and probably would not want to put to death anyone for this crime. He did not think anyone would dare defy his law; this is why he set such a harsh punishment. Creon does possess goodness, thought it may be difficult to see at times.

Creon, the newly decreed King of Thebes, has the most to lose. He is superior to all, or so he feels. He has everything, and thus everything to lose. “My voice is the one voice giving orders in this City” (Sophocles 831)! Creon doesn’t take orders from anyone; he is at the top of the food chain. He, alone, runs Thebes. Creon feels as though he is superior to all, the gods even, a tragic mistake.
Creon has his share of problems too. For one, he’s extraordinarily paranoid. “That these two sisters were aiming at my throne” (Sophocles 825)! Antigone’s only intention in burying her brother was to allow him to pass to the netherworld. Creon had paranoia driven suspicions that she did it in an attempt to undermine his authority, a ‘step’ in a plot against his throne. He also makes several references to ‘people in allies’ plotting against his life. 
Also, Creon is a very proud person, too proud in fact. “Oh it is hard to give in, but it is worse to risk everything for stubborn pride” (Sophocles 837-838). Creon realizes too late that he was wrong in his decisions to leave Polonaises unburied, and to condemn Antigone to death for burying him. Although he tries to correct his mistakes, late as it may be, he buries Polonaises, but finds that Antigone has hanged herself in her cavernous jail cell.  Creon has two tragic flaws, which ultimately lead to his demise: stubborn pride, and paranoia.

In the end, Creon faces a fate worse than death, living with all that he has done and allowed to happen, his guilty conscience haunting every aspect of his life. Creon processes the four qualities of a tragic hero: goodness, superiority, tragic flaws, and tragic realization, making him the tragic hero of the play Antigone. His son, wife, and son’s bride-to-be, all dead, Creon must live out his days alone. Never again will Creon experience true happiness.
